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DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.09 pm]: I would 
like to inform the house that Mrs Olga Ramasamy, OAM, one of Western Australia’s most committed 
community leaders, has retired after more than 60 years of tireless service to the multicultural community. 
Mrs Ramasamy is best known for her work as the executive officer with the Australian Asian Association of 
Western Australia, an association which she helped set up in 1956 and which has assisted countless migrants to 
settle successfully in WA and to lead productive and fulfilling lives. Mrs Ramasamy has been instrumental in 
ensuring that the Australian Asian Association, currently located at Australia Asia House on Stirling Street in 
Highgate, provides emerging culturally and linguistically diverse community groups with vital infrastructure and 
the opportunity to set up offices at affordable rates. She helped set up the ethnic secretariat, which offered 
pro bono legal services to emerging community groups, and established Migrant Help at the association, which 
assists people to obtain visas and to access vital settlement services. 

The list of Mrs Ramasamy’s contributions is as long as the decades she has dedicated to the communities she has 
served. She has been active in fundraising, in organising Telethon events and in promoting Asian culture by 
serving as a committee member for Indian cultural festivals. Over the years, she has served on many committees, 
including those assisting with aged care and legal injustice. Her unflagging contributions to the community were 
recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List in 1998. She was awarded the Order of Australia medal in the 
general division for her services to the community, particularly through the Australian Asian Association, and to 
women through the National Council of Women of Western Australia and the Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia 
Women’s Association.  

Mrs Ramasamy’s community service began when she migrated from Sri Lanka and took her first job here as 
secretary of what is now Girl Guides Australia. Since then, her commitment and energy has been almost 
legendary. She was Western Australia’s oldest student when she graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 
2011 at the age of 86. She was awarded a postgraduate diploma in finance for not-for-profit organisations. I am 
proud to say that I have been fortunate to work with groups associated with Mrs Ramasamy for a number of 
years and have been able to appreciate firsthand the wealth of experience that she has passed on to the 
community. Mrs Ramasamy has been generous in sharing her knowledge, her foresight and her extraordinary 
energy with the CALD and wider communities over many decades. She retires at the age of 90 after having 
served these communities for much of her life. I sincerely thank Mrs Ramasamy for her remarkable contributions 
to multiculturalism in Western Australia and wish her a very long and happy retirement. 
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